
Whether you are building a new school, adding onto  
an existing building, or remodeling and making the 
most of a current building, it is essential that you create 
explicit links between who you are and where you learn. 
The most effective schools craft visions, missions, 
and values that are alive — in that they feed the 
decision-making around all aspects of the school, 
including the physical design.
Without this alignment, schools can create barriers to 
excellence. An apparent mismatch between what they 
say and the spaces they create can generate confusion 
about their true commitment to their vision and mis-
sion, discouraging buy-in from their communities. 

This doesn’t have to be the case, though. When thought-
fully designed, the physical spaces within a school 
can significantly enhance the educational experience, 
support the well-being of students, and foster a sense of 
belonging and connection. 
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Create a focal point and completely change your space’s 
look and feel with bold typography, vibrant colors,  
and eye-catching graphics.
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